Waterways of Carlow
 
A journey along Carlow’s gentle waterways leads the visitor to a tranquil bygone time. The Rivers Barrow and Slaney and their many tributaries provide exciting activities for the passive and active water enthusiast.
 
The River Barrow has its source in the Slieve Bloom and Devil’s Bit mountains and is Ireland’s second longest river system running for 192km from its source to the sea. Fringed with reeds and river flowers, and harbouring a wealth of wildlife in her banks, the River Barrow bears boats and barges along 68km of navigable waterway past pretty riverside villages and through 23 Victorian locks. The Barrow was a significant commercial canalised waterway right up to the 1960s, with important river ports at Athy, Carlow, Graiguenamanagh and New Ross. Barges carried consignments of malting barley to Dublin as raw material for the famous Guinness stout, which was transported back downstream in its finished state, and later beet-filled barges supplied Ireland’s first sugar factory at Carlow. The advent of rail transport in the 1960s signalled its decline. 
 
In recent times, the river has experienced an exciting rejuvenation with a range of outdoor activities for the sports enthusiast. The Barrow Way long distance walking route follows the whole length of the Barrow from Lowtown in Co. Kildare to St. Mullins in Co. Carlow. Cruising the River Barrow is a unique experience due to its unspoilt, uncommercialized and uncrowded waters. There are no long queues passing through locks and no problems getting space at quaysides. A journey along the gentle River Barrow takes the traveller to a tranquil bygone time where bird watching, canoeing, angling and boating can all be enjoyed at ease.
 
FACILITIES: 
 
Carlow Town 
 
Waterways Ireland has provided an 84 metre floating jetty for Carlow Town which has been installed on the Graiguecullen side of the river just downstream of the steps in Carlow Town Park. This is the first floating mooring facility on the Barrow Navigation which is open to the public. 
 
Leighlinbridge 
 
Berthing for up to 25 boats is offered on the banks of the River Barrow in Leighlinbridge beside the renowned Lord Bagenal Hotel. Water and showers available to users. t: 059-9774000
 
Bagenalstown 
 
A new slipway and jetty have been installed in the riverside town of Bagenalstown by Waterways Ireland and Carlow County Council. 
 
Angling on the Rivers Barrow and Slaney
 
Whether you happen to be a pleasure angler, match angler, trout angler or specimen hunter, you will not be disappointed by the River Barrow. The Barrow is renowned as a coarse and game angling river for bream, roach, dace, hybrids, eel, rudd, perch, pike – for which the Irish river records are held – salmon, white trout and brown trout. The river has easy access points and a towpath which runs the length of its course in Co. Carlow. The Barrow also supports a fishery for twaite shad and plays host to a prestigious international shad fishing competition. In 2008 the River Barrow is closed to all salmon and white trout fishing in order to conserve stocks and a catch and release policy operates on the Rivers Nore and Suir. The brown trout season on the River Barrow commenced on March 17th and finished on September 30th. 
 
Good brown trout fishing can be enjoyed at a number of locations along the river and on its tributaries. The area behind the Dolmen Hotel in Carlow has enhanced fishing in this stretch. Between Goresbridge and Graiguenamanagh  and at Milford fish stocks are very good and brown trout of up to 2lbs can be caught. Below the weir in St. Mullins the trout are small (.5lb) but plentiful. The rivers Greese and Lerr, tributaries of the River Barrow can provide excellent brown trout fishing. 
 
The excellent stocks of quality pike are one of the main attractions for anglers on the River Barrow, with abundant stocks of 20lbs+. Pike angling is carried out on all stretches of the river between Athy and St. Mullins with the main locations being Bahana Wood (just above St. Mullins), Graiguenamanagh and Ballytiglea Bridge near Borris. Pike, bream and hybrids are the primary species but rudd is also abundant here. Other favoured locations are Carlow, Leighlinbridge and Bagenalstown, with bream and hybrids being the main attractions in these areas. 

 
A catch and release policy on the River Slaney applies upstream of Tullow and downstream of Kilcarry Bridge, near Clonegal in respect of salmon and trout fishing. The Rivers Dereen and Douglas, tributaries of the Slaney are suitable for trout fishing.
 
WHEELCHAIR FRIENDLY FISHING STANDS
 
Five custom-built fishing stands complete with river access by wheelchair and/or vehicles are located on the banks of the River Barrow in Bagenalstown, from the swimming pool towards Rathellen Lock. This stretch of the Barrow was chosen as it holds a copious head of coarse fish including bream, roach and pike. Turning points for cars and a well-surfaced access road along the river have been completed along with five cut stone benches for angling companions.
 
Carlow Coarse Angling Supplies
8 St. Fiaac’s Terrace, Graiguecullen, Carlow
t: 059- 9137664
e: gerrymcstraw@yahoo.ie 
w: www.carlowcoarseanglingsupplies.com 
 
Angling business supplying coarse angling equipment from major reputable brands such as: Maver, Preston Innovations, Sensas, Waterline, Browning, Kamasan, Van den Eynde and many more. Situated immediately adjacent to the River Barrow, the shop boasts a very good selection of elastics, floats, lines, ground bait and live bait.
Murph’s Fishing Tackle, Unit 2 Lismard House, Tullow Street, Carlow t: 059-9132839 
e: jamesmurphy07@gmail.com 
Murph’s Fishing Tackle is the ideal outlet for supplies of all types of fishing equipment – for the serious and not so serious angler. Suppliers of ground bait pellets and live bait. Stockists of a large selection of reels and rods. Information on fishing in the local area is provided as well as licenses for salmon and permits for trout. 
 
A state licence is required to fish for salmon. A licence may be obtained from Murphy’s Tullow Street, Carlow T: 059-9132839. Annual District Licence Barrow, Nore, Suir    €64 
Annual licence (26 counties)   €134
