Visitor Attractions in Carlow

Ballykeenan Pet & Aviary Farm, Myshall, Co. Carlow.
t: 059 - 9157665
 
Enjoy a great day out for all the family with a wide variety of fowl, animals and unusual birds with a feel and touch pet section. The farm yard at Ballykeenan is full of ducks, geese, turkeys, chickens and dogs. Horses, ponies, deer, goats and sheep all have their homes in the fields, while gerbils, hedgehogs, mice and various exotic birds are housed in the stone outbuildings and paddocks. All visitors to the farm are given a fully guided tour which Robert McCord and his family imbue with an infectious enthusiasm, which enthrals and delights adults and children alike.  Special school packages. 
 
HOW TO FIND US: 3km from Ballon off the Carlow – Rosslare road (N80). 1.6km from Myshall village on Kildavin road. Well signposted. 
OPENING TIMES: All year Monday - Saturday 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. Sunday 2 p.m. – 5 p.m. 
ADMISSION CHARGES: Adults €4.00. Children and students €3.00
 
County Carlow Military Museum, Old Church, St. Dympna’s, Athy Road, Carlow
e: military.museum@ireland.com
w: www.countycarlowmilitarymuseum.com
 
A fine museum exhibition housed in a late 19th century church. The museum features a wide range of exhibits relating to Carlow's military history. Artefacts date from the late 18th Century to the present day and detail the history of the Irish Army, local Reserve Defence Forces, UN Peacekeeping, Carlow Militia, World War I, War of Independence and much more. Other features focus on Carlow soldiers in armies throughout the world along with armoured vehicle production in Carlow during World War II. One of the museum’s main displays features the uniforms of the Irish Defence Forces while another feature of the museum is the reconstruction of a World War I trench.
 
HOW TO FIND US: Located at the Old Church in the grounds of St. Dympna's Hospital on the Athy Road in Carlow Town.
OPENING TIMES: Each Sunday from March to mid November from 2 p.m. – 5 p.m. Group tours may be arranged outside normal opening dates and times.
ADMISSION CHARGES: Adult: €2.50 OAP’s and Children: €1.50  
Group Rates outside normal opening dates and times available on request.
 
Duiske Glass, High Street, Graignamanagh, Co. Kilkenny 
t: 059-9724174
f: 059-9724564 
W: www.duiskeglass.ie 
e: sales@duiskeglass.ie
Red Splash refers to image for Duiske Glass. 
Duiske Glass is regarded as one of Ireland’s best loved brands of both traditional and modern glassware. Duiske produces glassware renowned for its quality, excellence and beautiful design with a wide range to complement every home. The Duiske range offers contemporary crystal, occasional giftware, customised engraving and bespoke corporate designed glassware. Under the Kilkenny Casual Dining brand Duiske offers many and varied designs in tableware and giftware, from the elegantly plain to the excitingly coloured. 
HOW TO FIND US: In the centre of GraignamanaghTown.
OPENING TIMES: Monday – Friday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Closed for lunch 1 – 1.30 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Closed for lunch 1 – 2 p.m. 
ADMISSION CHARGES: Free
 
Dunleckney Manor, Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow 
t: 059-9721932
 
Dunleckney Manor is one of Carlow’s most magnificent country houses and was the ancient seat of the Bagenals of Idrone. Incorporating the original manor dating to 1612, the present manor was erected in 1845 in Tudor Gothic style. Dunleckney Manor was home to the Bagenal family, founders of the nearby town of Bagenalstown, for almost three centuries from 1585 onwards.  
 
HOW TO FIND US: 2km north-east of Bagenalstown off the R705 Bagenalstown – Leighlinbridge road. Take the first left after the swimming pool on the approach to Bagenalstown. Dunleckney Manor is 1 km from this point on the right hand side of the road. 
OPENING TIMES: On selected days throughout the year. April: 21st – 25th, June: 14th – 20th & 23rd – 27th June, July: 7th – 13th & 21st  – 27th, August: 4th – 10th and 16th – 22nd . 1 p.m. – 5p.m. Tour on the hour. Last tour 4 p.m. 
ADMISSION CHARGES: Adults €7.00, accompanied children are free. In aid of charity. 
The Lace Gallery, Carrigslaney, Kilbride, Co. Carlow.
t: 059- 9155676/087-2886719
e: mary@handmadeirishlace.com w:handmadeirishlace.com 
Mary O’ Neill makes small, delicate pieces of the famous Irish Carrickmacross Lace from her studio in Carrigslaney, close to Altamont Gardens. All pieces are designed by Mary featuring Irish symbols including the Shamrock and Claddagh. Each piece of her work is signed, dated and numbered and is presented as a framed wall piece that makes an attractive gift for any home. Samples are also on display and can be purchased at Carlow Tourist Office, corner of Tullow Street/College Street, Carlow. 
HOW TO FIND US: 4km from the N80 at Kilbride Cross (The Forge Restaurant, Art & Craft Centre). Pass Altamont Gardens, the Lace Gallery is 2.5 km from this point on the right hand side of the road. 
OPENING TIMES: April – September, Monday – Friday 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday 2 p.m. – 6p.m. Other times by arrangement. 
ADMISSION CHARGES: Free. 
 
Malone’s Fruit Farm, Closh, Ballon, Co. Carlow
t: 059 - 9159477
f: 059 - 9159478
m: 087-8472765
e: malonefruitfarm@eircom.net 
 
Malone’s Fruit Farm is a family run business growing a variety of berries on 12 acres.  The business started growing strawberries and now also grows raspberries, blackberries, gooseberries, loganberries, tayberries, redcurrants, blackcurrants, whitecurrants and rhubarb.  Fresh fruit is available in our farm shop from mid May to early October.  Frozen fruit and our full range of homemade products are available all year round.  We are proud of our traditional homemade recipes and quality soft fruit which have proven very successful in the market.  Many of our products are now also available in retail outlets and farmers markets.
 
HOW TO FIND US: Located outside the village of Ballon on the N80 near the N81 junction. 1.5km from Altamont Gardens, 1km from The Forge Restaurant, 19km from Carlow, 1km from Ballon and 8km from Tullow and Bunclody. 
OPENING TIMES: May 1st – October  31st: 8 a.m. – 8 p.m. daily. Remaining months 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Monday – Saturday. 
 
Painting Holidays Ireland 
t: 051-424570
e: mairead_holohan@hotmail.com 
www.paintingholidaysireland.com 
 
Painting Holidays Ireland provides a rural escape for both the experienced artist and the novice alike, teaching new skills and developing existing ones. Professional tuition by resident artist. Purpose built studio with a maximum of eight people in attendance. Visitors are introduced to different techniques such as; wet on wet, pen and wash, using different materials to achieve a variety of effects. Colour theory is also covered along with its application in painting. Courses also feature visits to galleries and field work in the beautiful countryside around the Carlow and Kilkenny area. Accommodation available locally. 
 
HOW TO FIND US: 4km south of Glynn village, near At. Mullins, off the Borris-New Ross Road (R729). 
COURSE DETAILS: Available on request. 
 
The Piano Gallery, Ballynalour, St. Mullins, Co. Carlow 
t: 051-424442
e: info@thepianogallery.ie 
w: www.thepianogallery.ie 
 
A unique fusion of the musical and visual arts ……… In the heart of the south Carlow countryside lies The Piano Gallery, housing Ireland’s most extensive range of pianos. Over 80 pianos are on display, including new and previously owned Schimmel, Yamaha, Kawai and Steinhoven pianos. Offering the full range of piano services – tuning, moving and hiring. All our tuners and technicians are professionally qualified and members of the internationally recognised Pianoforte Tuners Association. The two-storey gallery is further enhanced by the exhibition of original artwork by Irish artists in a dedicated relaxing environment. 
 
HOW TO FIND US: 5km south of Glynn village, near St. Mullins, off the Borris – New Ross Road (R729). 
 
St. Laserian’s Cathedral, Old Leighlin, Co. Carlow 
t: 059-9721570
 
A 13th century building of great charm, St. Laserian’s Cathedral replaced a 7th century monastery which once accommodated 1,500 monks. The site was the location of an important church synod in 630 A.D. which agreed the system for establishing the date of Easter each year, a formula still used to this day. 
HOW TO FIND US: 14km from Carlow town, off the N9 beyond the village of Leighlinbridge. Well signposted. 
OPENING TIMES: end May – end September daily 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
ADMISSION CHARGES: free, voluntary contributions welcome 
 
St. Mullins Heritage Centre, St. Mullins, Co. Carlow 
t: 051-424913/087-9013672 
 
The former Church of Ireland church, originally built in 1811, now houses the St. Mullins Heritage Centre, situated beside the famous monastic ruins and cemetery. All aspects of local history including publications, church records, maps, old photographs and artefacts are housed here and provide a fascinating account of village and rural life over the years. 
HOW TO FIND US: 14km south of Borris, this village is well signposted off the Borris – New Ross road. 
OPENING TIMES: Monday – Tuesday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. weekly all year round. June – end October Sunday 2 p.m. – 6 p.m. 
 
Tullow Museum, Tullow, Co. Carlow
t: 087-2383515
 
Housed in an attractive, stone built, former Methodist church at the River Slaney Bridge. Tullow Museum features a splendid collection of artefacts reflecting local history, in particular Fr. Murphy’s connection with the town, including what is alleged to be his last vestments. Fr. Murphy championed Ireland’s cause for freedom in the battles of 1798. He was eventually captured near Tullow and killed in the town square where a monument now stands in his memory. The museum also features a collection of local photographs and information on burial grave stones. The museum welcomes any information or artefacts for display purposes especially photographs (on loan or for gift). 
 
HOW TO FIND US: Beside the River Slaney bridge in the town of Tullow.
OPENING TIMES: end April – end October: Sundays and Bank Holidays 2 p.m. – 5 p.m.  Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. Closed Monday and Saturday.  Other times by appointment. 
ADMISSION CHARGES: free, voluntary contributions welcome 
 
The Weavers Cottages, Clonegal, Co. Carlow
 
The Durdin or Weavers Cottages were built by Alexander Durdin in the late 17th century. They were lived in by weavers when the trade was at its height and now feature many articles and pictures from bygone times. Set facing onto the main street of the village of Clonegal, the development now comprises a pair of semi-detached, two-bay, single storey dormer cottages with attic conversion. From time to time they are also used for spinning, bread making and crochet demonstrations and evenings of story telling, music, song and dance. 
 
HOW TO FIND US: In the village of Clonegal. Clonegal is situated 10km from the village of Ballon off the N80 and 17km from Tullow. 
OPENING TIMES: By appointment.  t: 053-9377575
 
FAMILY FUN ACTIVITIES 
 

The Dome Family Entertainment Centre, Carlow Business Park, Graiguecullen, Carlow
t: 059-9141555
 
The first of its kind in the country, this new family entertainment centre has proved highly popular with both young and old alike. The new centre features a state-of-the-art computerised 12-lane bowling alley, automated bumpers and a range of simulators. Other activities include an 8,000 square feet children’s play and activity area, water bumpers, pool tables, SKY dome with wide screen televisions, relaxation lounges, juvenile disco and cinema. Birthday parties a speciality. Full restaurant facilities cater for breakfast, lunch and dinner. 
 
HOW TO FIND US: Off the Portlaoise Road (N80) in Carlow, adjacent to the Talbot Hotel.
OPENING TIMES: 7 days per week 9.00 a.m. until late
RATE PER HOUR: Bowling - Monday – Friday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. €30. 5 p.m. – 12 p.m. €35. Saturday, Sunday & Bank Holidays €35. Children’s play area: under 2 years €5 per 1 ½ hours.  2-4 years €6 per 1 ½ hours. 5-12 years €8 per 1 ½ hours. 3 or more children any age: €6 each per 1 ½ hours.
 
Country Markets 
 
Carlow Farmers Market is a food-based market that has proven hugely popular as customers embrace the wide variety of fresh fruit, vegetables, meats, juices and home baking on offer here. The market is held each Saturday morning from 9 a.m. – 2p.m. at the Liberty Tree in the centre of Carlow town, a well designed space, set in bright and modern surroundings. The market provides an outlet for local farm based food, while also allowing visitors and locals the opportunity to meet local farmers and growers and purchase top quality Carlow foods in a relaxed and informal atmosphere. Foodstuffs available at the market include organic meats and vegetables while chocolates, cheeses, juices, jams, chutneys, free range eggs, a huge array of home baking and flowers are also on sale. T: 087-9358148 for further details. 
 
HOW TO FIND US: Every Saturday, Liberty Tree, Carlow Town 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
 
Askea Country Market has gone from strength to strength since its foundation in 2002. Every Friday 20 local producers gather in Askea Parish Centre from 10 a.m. – 12 noon with their high quality, fresh, home made produce. Produce on offer includes gluten free and spelt bread, home baked cakes, breads and tarts, jams and chutneys, free range eggs and duck eggs, country butter, vegetables and fruits in season. All breads and confectionery are made the day before ensuring freshness. Flowers and plants, homemade greeting cards and arts and crafts are also on sale T: 059-9161130 for further information.
